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Background 
This document contains key messages for the secondary parameter ‘Tourism’, as provided by the lead author 

Kari Hyytiäinen. 

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to review the final key messages, provide possible comments for finalization of the 

key messages and endorse them to be sent for peer review. 
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Tourism  

Kari Hyytiäinen, Department of Economics and Management, University of Helsinki, Finland 

Jarkko Saarinen, Geography Research Unit, University of Oulu, Finland 

Janika Laht, Climate Department, Ministry of the Environment, Estonia 

1. Description 

The Baltic Sea is an important resource for coastal and maritime tourism. The region’s tourism industry 

employs approximately 640 000 people and creates over 227 million registered overnights annually. The 

coastal areas of the Baltic Sea provide opportunities for various forms of tourism, including spas, sunbathing 

and beach activities, boating, fishing and second homes. A share of international tourism is substantial, 

especially in cruise ship tourism. In 2019, the Port of Helsinki was the busiest international passenger port in 

Europe with a total of 12.2 million passengers. 

Links to other parameters: Sea level and sea level extremes, Wind and wind extremes, Waves and extreme 

events,  Sediment transportation, Riverine nutrient loads and atmospheric deposition, Precipitation and 

extreme events, Temperature (air) and heatwaves, Temperature (sea) and heatwaves, Sea ice and extreme 

events, Solar radiation and cloudiness 

2. Where is the change seen first? Is it already happening?  

Tourism sector and the share of international tourists have increased steadily in the region. On the other hand, 

tourists show great flexibility to substitute the place, timing and type of holiday, even at very short notice 

depending on the weather conditions and services available at the destination. Even though there is not yet 

firm evidence on the long-term impacts of climate change on destination choice, some first signals are 

available. For example, more temperate summer conditions have attracted increasing number of coastal 

tourists to Northern Europe. Increasing frequency of storms and sea level rise are accounted when building 

new coastal tourism infrastructure. 

Level of confidence: Medium  

3. What is expected to happen? 

The touristic importance of the higher altitude and higher latitude destinations (such as the Baltic Sea region) 

are expected to grow due to warming climate, higher probability of climate extremes and health risks (such as 

malaria resurgence) in currently most popular destinations in southern and central Europe. On the other hand, 

the coastal areas of the Baltic Sea will likely suffer from more frequent mass blooming of blue-green algae and 

the related health and image risks. The future growth of coastal and maritime tourism in the Baltic Sea region 

can be expected to be above the global average. 

Level of confidence: Medium 

4. Other drivers 

Tourism is a vulnerable industry to external changes and pressures, including global and regional economic 

and political processes. In addition, the changing environmental conditions and their local impacts can either 

increase or hinder the development potential and tourism demand of coastal and maritime tourism in the 

Baltic Sea region. Although coastal tourism has been on an increasing trajectory, global crises related to health 

or security issues may quickly reduce the number of visits globally, regionally and locally depending on the 

geographical area and customer segments that suffer from the consequences. For example, the COVID-19 

crisis in 2020 led to a quick collapse of international travel. 
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Level of confidence: Medium  

5. Knowledge gaps  

The potential for developing coastal and maritime tourism in the Baltic Sea region depends, not only on climate 

change, but also on associated socio-economic developments, frequency and type of yet unknown hazards, 

changes in the state of marine and coastal environments and altering customer preferences. As a result, it is 

difficult to forecast aggregate future demand of tourism services in the Baltic Sea region, or even to assign 

probabilities for different future outcomes. The relative importance of qualities of coastal and marine 

environments in customers’ destination choice is poorly understood.  

6. Policy relevance 

The future competitiveness of coastal and cruise tourism is conditional to the environmental state of the Baltic 

Sea and the resilience of the actors to natural, social and economic shocks. It is important to monitor and 

control pollution loads including nutrients, litter and chemical compounds. Multi-stakeholder governance and 

coordinated collection of economic, ecological, cultural and social sustainability indicators are needed. 

Monitoring data is needed both for internal development of the sector, consisting of large number of 

enterprises of different sizes, and for planning public mitigation and adaptation policies.  

 

 

 


